
 

Subject: Minutes of the Finance Council (FC) of St. Monica’s Parish, Atlantic City NJ 

 

Meeting Date: March 8th, 2017 

 

1. Attendance: 

a. Fr.  Jon, Pastor of St. Monica’s Parish – Present 

b. Jim Persenda, Chairman - Present 

c. Lew Merkel, Secretary - Present 

d. Anne Campbell – Present 

e. C.J. Fisher 

f. Rich Negro 

g. Susan Tarrant 

h. Walter Holguin 

 

 

2. Preliminary Items: The meeting was called to order by the FC Chairman, Jim Persenda. The roll call 

was held, and Fr. Jon Thomas conducted the opening prayer. The minutes from the January meeting 

were approved with one modification made.  

 

3. Meeting Topics: 

 

1. The OLSS School P&L was reviewed. A robust Q&A regards school finances, capacity, 

composition, curriculum etc. ensued, with Susan Tarrant answering many questions. The school is 

running a deficit, which will be made up via the savings account. However, the long-range trend is 

downward. There is a need to increase enrollment. Currently there are 153 students enrolled. Per Fr. 

Jon, the long term solution is to increase enrollment at all costs. 

 

2. The agreements of the sale for St. Monica's appear to have been agreed upon.  There's been some 

phone tag and delays in communication among the three parties i.e. the parish, B&B Parking, and 

Friends of Jean Webster.  The signatures have started for the Jean Webster agreement.  The total price 

for the campus is $400K, split between the two buyers.   

 

3.Fr. Jon spoke to one of the diocese's attorneys about the John H. Carbone estate.  The Parish has 

already received $95K in partial distributions and can expect another $105K after the estate has been 

completely settled. 

 

4. Fr. Jon sent a letter to the Vicar General (bishop's second-in-command) outlining the scope of work 

for the interior improvements to Our Lady Star of the Sea Church.  Fr. Jon requested permission to put 

out a request for bids for a general contractor and he is waiting to hear back.  The project may be 

funded by a $600K estate gift received by the former OLSS Parish restricted for the use of the church 

building. 

 

 5. On March 15
th

, the Quaremba Hall Improvement Committee meets to outline the scope of work, 

after which Fr. Jon will send another letter to the Vicar General.  This project is necessitated by a 

$100K restricted gift that must be used by the Fall of 2017. 

  

 

 



6. The re-work of the handicap ramp at St. Nicholas is “on hold” but expected to restart very soon. 

Also, there are some minor projects that will need to be paid out of the operating budget and exceed 

$5K, namely roof repairs at OLSS Church and School.  Fr. Jon will obtain the estimates and distribute 

via e-mail. 

 

 

The next meeting of St. Monica’s Parish Finance Council will be on May 10
th

, 2017. 

 

 

<signed> 

Lewis J. Merkel, Secretary of the Finance Council 


